GHS Women’s Chorus – Syllabus/Calendar

Room #: C-137



Cell #:
901-832-0951

Instructor: Steve Danielson

Office #:
901-416-0955 ext.
Blog: http://ghschoir.blogspot.com
Email: 
danielsonsr@scsk12.org


Website: http://ghscapa.com

Please read this document then fill out, sign, and return the back page by Friday, August 14. This is the first homework grade.

MATERIALS NEEDED

· Pen and Pencil (should have every day in class)

· Composition Book or Spiral Notebook for Listening Log (no loose-leaf paper)

· 1 folder with pockets to hold music

· Proper choir apparel (see section titled “Apparel”)

· One small box of tissues for class use. 
Grading Policy – GHS Choirs

I. Participation

In-Class Participation: As a member of Women’s Chorus, you are a contributor to our art. Choral singing is a group activity and each member of the class is an essential part of our success. Your contribution is just as valid as Mr. Danielson’s and ideas will be shared freely.  Contribution to the class can include, though not limited, to the following:
1. Being on time to class

2. Working on correct singer’s posture (seated or standing)

3. Having your copies of the music and a pencil for marking changes.

4. Working on your music even when Mr. D isn’t working directly with you.

There are a couple things that negatively affect the progress of the choir. These things include excessive talking, not having your own copy of the music being worked, having gum/candy in your mouth during class, working on another subject during choir, and other violations of the GHS/SCS policies. 

Each student will begin with 100 points in Daily Participation for the 9 weeks. Points will be deducted in the following manner:

First infraction of the day – warning.

Second infraction of the day* – 2 points deducted.

Third infraction of the day – 2 more points deducted and call/email to parents.

Fourth infraction of the day – isolation from the choir for the rest of the day.

* If you receive warnings for several consecutive days, the warning will be bypassed.

Within 5 school days of an infraction, you have the possibility to regain points in one of three ways:

1. Arrange a time with me – either before or after school – to sing your part to one of the songs that we have been working on that week.

2. Write a 1-page, single-spaced, typed, 12-point font paper based on one of the listening logs of the past 5 school days. 

3. Come to me with your own idea for my approval.

All-West: Auditioning for the All-Southwest Honor Choir will be an option for Women’s Chorus members. There are Senior High auditions (9-12 grade) on Sep 26 at Collierville High School and Junior High Auditions (9th grade only) on Oct 31 at Bon Lin Middle School. This is a highly rewarding experience, but it does take a lot of work. You will be expected to learn seven songs in preparation for the audition. If you decide to pursue this, you will receive the music and rehearsal tracks. In return, I ask for your commitment to put your effort into this. There is also a $5 registration fee that I did not include in your choir fee. 
After-school Practices: As we near performances, we will encounter the need for additional practice outside of the time allotted during normal school hours. You will be required to attend these after-school practices. There is a dress rehearsal scheduled for each of our major performances. See the attached calendars for more information. 

Listening Log: You will be required to keep a Listening Log. At the beginning of every class period, we will be listening to different selections of music. As you listen, you will write in your Listening Log. You should be able to answer the questions, “Why do I like this song (or why not)?” You will also answer the prompt on the board as part of your listening log. You should write in complete sentences using proper English. 

Good Example: (prompt: what is the medium of this piece?) I really like today’s song. I’m always enjoyed pieces that sound like they were played in a ballroom at a fancy dance. I think that a song like this would have been played for a king or some other royalty. The medium of this song is a full orchestra, though it sounds smaller than other orchestras we’ve listened to. 

Bad Example: I like this song. Medium: orchestra.
You should continue writing until I turn off the music. Every Friday I will check one day from that week’s logs to grade for completeness. Completeness means that you have given the song some serious reflection – not just do you like the song or not – and also copying down any information about the song that I write on the board. 

II. Tests, Quizzes, and Homework

Performances: Performances count as a test grade (dress rehearsals count as a quiz grade). If you miss a performance or rehearsal, you will receive a “0” for the test. There is no make-up for a missed performance/rehearsal without PRIOR approval. Only in extenuating circumstances, and with prior approval, can a performance or rehearsal be made up with a written assignment. See the attached calendar for all performance dates. With this much advance notice, any conflicts must be rearranged. 
Quizzes: You will be asked to sing frequently by yourself and in small groups to test your knowledge of sight-reading, rhythm, and the pieces we are studying. These will be counted as quiz grades. There may also be a few written quizzes. Grading will vary from quiz to quiz. 
Practice Logs: Each of you will be given a Practice Log to keep up with each nine weeks.  You must spend a certain amount of time each week outside of class, working on our choir music, vocal technique, or music for other vocal events you have coming up (with prior approval). You must record your time practiced as well as a description of what you practiced. You must have a parent/guardian sign or initial at the end of the row as testimony that you fulfilled your obligation. I check Practice Logs every Wednesday.. Women’s Chorus is required to practice 60 minutes per week.
Out-of-Class Event: You will be required to attend one fine arts event per quarter outside of any performances of which you may be a part. This may be a band concert, choir concert, opera, musical, or other approved activity. You are required to bring me proof of attendance at these functions along with a 1-page summary of the event. This assignment must be TYPED. This assignment is due on the second to last day of the nine-weeks, or in the case of exemptions, the last day before you leave. I urge you to plan ahead and get this assignment done early each quarter. Please understand that this means you will be turning in FOUR (4) O.O.C. Assignments before the end of the year. You may choose 1 event per semester to attend a non-music fine arts event. You will have points deducted if it is late, short, or hand-written.

Late Work Grading Policy: For every day late, you will lose 10%. Maximum possible to lose is 50%. Remember my motto on late work: A late grade is better than no grade.
III. Miscellaneous

Make-up Work: In case of absences, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and what you need to do to make up the work. I will not bug you about make-up work; if you want the grade, then you do the work. 

Talking: Excessive talking does not contribute positively to our progress and will deduct from your participation grade. 
IV. Possible Events
All-Southwest Honor Choir:  As stated above, an optional opportunity to audition to join an ensemble of 250 of the best singers your age in the region. Those in 10-12 grades have the possibility to also participate in the All-State Choir.

Solo and Ensemble: An encouraged optional opportunity for those that would like to learn and perform a solo and/or participate in an ensemble (2 or more) that would sing for a judge and get feedback on performance level. Those scoring superior ratings will receive a certificate of achievement. 

Concert Festival: A required activity where we travel to a location (locally) as a choir and perform for three adjudicators who will judge the choir on our quality of perform-ance. There will also be a group sight-reading portion of the score. There is the possibility of earning a plaque for excellent performances.

Other Possibilities: Other projects/performances may come up during the year. 
Discipline and other Policies

General Classroom Policies:

1. Respect your instructor and every other member of your class.

a. Use polite language. Give compliments.
2. Be on time to class 
a. Be in your seat by the time Mr. D enters the room.
3. Always have your music
a. Music check at the beginning of rehearsing a song. 
4. Always have a pencil out and ready.

5. Sing when asked – either individually or in a group

6. Listen intently during class discussion and respond to questions
7. Work only on your music during choir.

8. Keep your mouth free of obstructions (i.e., gum, food, candy, etc.)

9. Stay in/by your seats during class except when given permission to move.

10. Talk/laugh only at appropriate times.

General Housekeeping:

1. In order to fully engaged in the music and ton contribute effectively, we need to rid ourselves of distractions. All items such as book bags, purses, etc., except those specifically needed for class, should be left by the table in the front of the classroom. 

2. I cannot stress enough the fact that gum, mints, or other food cannot be allowed in the classroom. The student may bring a clear bottle of water. No other liquids should be in the choir seats (even if you are not on the carpet).

3. All bathroom needs should be taken care of before the student comes to class. Except for extreme emergencies, the student will be expected to stay in class for the whole period. Each student will be allowed to leave my room to use the restroom no more than 3 times per semester. You will be given a pass to put in your agenda book. You may not be excused without it.  
Fees and Fundraising

Fundraising: Unfortunately, no Fine Arts Department can function without some sort of fundraising activity. Our fundraising is done in connection with the Fine Arts Department and the Poplar Pike Arts Guild. We do one (1) major fundraising activity during the first semester and one (1) minor fundraising activity during the second semester. 

During the first semester, we sell “The Best Book in Town” full of valuable coupons good all around the city (and some nationwide). More information will be coming home with your child about this soon. In order to make this process smoother, please start confirming orders with friends and neighbors now ($20 – cash or check to GFAF). The sooner we can start selling, the sooner we will reach our goal. You will only be asked to sell 5 books, but there will be incentives for those who can sell more.
During the second semester, we help sell advertisements for the Spring Musical. If you own a business or know someone who does who would be interested in supporting the arts, we will be looking for advertisers that can help with an ad priced as low at $75 up to $495. We will set a class goal in January. 

Fees: There is a ONE-TIME fee of $80 that must be paid by all students in Women’s Chorus. This is mainly to pay for registration to different events and transportation to and from the event as well as the purchase of new music. You can receive a discount on your fee for early payment. See below for the payment schedule. This can be sent as cash or check made out to GHS. 
Payment Schedule

Pay by Sep 1 - $60

Between Sep 2 – Oct 1 - $70

After Oct 1 - $80

Apparel: In addition to those fees, there is also the necessity of buying proper apparel. Choir dresses will be purchased through me. Women will need to secure black, closed-toed shoes. The dress needs to be hemmed before being worn to the first performance (Fall Concert). Current price for the dress is $55. Anyone not in compliance with these standards will have points deducted from their concert grade. We need to look as good as we sound. 
Music: You will be issued several pieces of music throughout the year. Please understand that you are as responsible for this music as you are for your textbooks in your other classes. At the end of the semester, I will collect the music I have passed out to you. If you have lost the music, if someone has “taken” it, or if it is damaged beyond future usability, you will be responsible to pay for the piece – even photocopies. Please be responsible with your music! 
GHS Choir Creed

We are a Black Belt Choir.

We can talk the talk.

We will walk the walk.

I will learn self-respect.

I will learn self-control.

I will sing from my diaphragm and from my heart.

I will respect all members of the choir.

What do we want? Black Belt Excellence!

Weekly Class-time Rehearsal Schedule

Chamber Choir, Chorale, Women’s Chorus

Monday: Repetition of Creed; Introduction to songs of the week (sight-read/sing-through).

Tuesday: Sight-reading; work notes on songs (finish one of them); if already learned, polish/memorize.

Wednesday: Literacy Listening Log; turn in Practice Logs; finish notes on remaining song(s); if already learned, polish/memorize.

Thursday: Sight-reading; Review/fix notes in song.

Friday: Listening Log check; Singing/memorization quiz.

WOMEN’S CHORUS 2015-2016
Please fill out the following information and sign below that you understand the requirements for choir. 
This needs to be turned back in no later than Friday, August 14, 2015. This is a grade.

Student Name: (Please Print) _______________________________________________

Student Signature: ________________________________________________________

Parent Name: (Please Print) ________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _________________________________________________________

Parent Contact Information:

Home Phone: _____________________________________

Cell Phone: _______________________________________

Work Phone: ______________________________________

Parent Email address:_____________________________________________________

Please include your email address as I work best through email contact. 
Any other contact information for you or someone else:

I look forward to a great year! Feel free to contact me at any time with any questions or concerns you may have using my contact information on the first page of this syllabus. It’s easiest to reach me via email. Thanks in advance for your cooperation!

Mr. Steve Danielson
Are you available to chaperone any of the following performances?

________ Solo & Ensemble Festival (Feb 18)

________ Senior High Choral Festival (March 3) 
